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anch Lines is a national fraud. 
, in this brief booklet will give 
/ efforts by the Railway Board 
services are ill conceived and do 
riship caused to thousands of 
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vi iding suitable alternative 
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IG REPORT... 


of the Beeching Report Dr. Beeching has 
the stopping of passenger services on Branch 
Dly to the system cost by complicating the 
sitating the provision and manning of 
ruly self supporting, therefore, they 
amounting to £1,000-£2,000 per mile, 


10,000 passengers per week if they are 


assenger receipts* for all the Stations 
t ten months of 1963 shows the lines 
sengers a year or an average of 18,000 
can claim as a conservative estimate 
ers who do not obtain tickets at stations on 
atistics contained in this booklet. 
959 to close these lines to 
aymen at Bletchley made it 
onomies, particularly in the 
| letter dated 25th May, 1959, 
L.M.R., Bletchley, Railwaymen 
mies in small stations and development of 
ling machine. 
ve years, the stations are much the same in looks 
_ The ticket issuing machines have been obtained 
ped. The out-of-date signalling system still 
ossing gate has been made automatic. 
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INISTER OF TRANSPORT 


ul Markham, M.P., accused Mr. Marples of being 
1. His speech can be seen in Hansard, 19th 
r, 1963, page 1594. 

are good foundations for this accusation. Mr. 
1s the architect of the 1961 Transport Act and the 
§ “ Minister’s Consent” or “ Minister’s Directions ” 
ars Over 100 times in the Act. The Minister assumes 
} powers than in any previous Transport Act. 

Minister said in reply to Sir Frank that he will receive 
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; from anyone, but they must be through the letterbox. 


des what happens to these protests, and as architect. 

1 Transport Act which gives him control of Dr. 
d the Transport Users’ Consultative Committees 

it doubt judge and jury. 
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‘not 1 to ‘object Ogtnerte. CC: 
or ie FY ect on the grounds of hardship. 
coul be some oe to ee raes | 
re closed? : 


na 


ff representatives at ME Works asked | 
nent if cage would be made for transport 
n the Newport Pagnell Line and Castlethorpe 
closed, the 4 was quite simply that the 
to and Hone work was no concern of the 


ay, @ hearing 0 on 7th January, 1964, into the 
_ Stations the Line Manager (L. M. R.) was 
idise a bus service for staff and the part of 
ble to Castlethorpe was £3,000 per year. 
e deficit of Castlethorpe Station as given 
oard is only £1, 5400. 
bvious at this Dcatins that the Bus Company 
Ascot 0 in a buses and crews to 


mpracticable. The Roda bus 
abridge takes five hours compared 
mn. the week-day train service. 
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gation ‘to consult the staff on various matters is 
in the 1947 Transport Act, but it is treated as an 
n only, and therefore is in reality a farce. 


1€ Sunday passenger services were withdrawn on 
s, the management consulted the staff on 24th 
963, when the notices stating date of withdrawal 
ady being displayed on station platforms. The 
awn on 10th November, 1963. 
mn by the staff that the Ticket Issuing Machine 
. introduced 18 months previously as an 
d at last be developed and used on this 
that staff on stations other than the main 
not be necessary, was duly replied to, that 
: ered i not adopted. 


obvious that there was no intention of seeking the views 


sgestions of the staff when the date of withdrawal was 
dy publicly announced. | / 


I EVELOPMENT PLAN 
REVIEW 1963 


This imaginative development plan for a city in North Bucks. 
must have some link with the Oxford-Cambridge lines. The 
site for this city must inevitably be on or very near these lines. 
_ All local authorities in north Bucks. have agreed that any 
proposals for closures or withdrawals of passenger services in 
_ this part of the country should not be made until there can 
___ be assessed the probable effects of Government policy now 
___ being formulated with regard to future movements of industry 
_ population in south-east England. This might change 
all recognition the position of North Bucks. and other 
\ red by the Oxford-Cambridge Branch Lines. 


give a reasonable bus service in rural areas long detours 
through villages have to be made, which means dearer fares 
tonger travelling time. This was made abundantly clear 
n the Buckingham Line was proposed for closure. 


i 7 What happens to passengers when buses with comparatively 
_ stnall seating capacity are filled can be visualised quite clearly. 
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ere are no waiting rooms in rural areas. There is no room 
perambulators on buses. 


ing long periods without protection—in all weathers-— 
} ardship for all people, but especially the aged, sick and 
m. 


» demand which will be made for higher fares caused by 
diously extended services is another hardship. 


| a third is the poor service offered not only in terms of 
and money, but the inability to cope with large parcels, 
Nd packages, perambulators, bicycles, etc. 

ey, 


5 


NOTES: : s : zs 
ORDINARY PASSENGER. ‘JounsEve= Sinise Tickets cant 
SEASON TICKET JoOURNEYS—Based on 60 journeys per ie. one ature ney per 
REcEIPts—lInclude bookings at stations of passengers trav 1 Hing. on. the Branch ‘Lines but no! 


within the Branch. 


Morty of cases, ‘the figures quoted are from 
rendered to Head Office, but in some cases had 
ated. Oxford does not include bookings for 
eyond stations on the branches. Sandy figures not 
eerie passengers estimated—receipts not 
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ddition, passengers changing from main lines at Oxford 
ede Sandy and Cambridge are not included in 
but, of course, are quite substantial. 


otal Passenger Journeys (712,703 for almost 
ted to a Yearly Figure equals over 925,000. 
ssenger ers from main lines and the figure would, 
MILLION. 


sersdoes from Branch Lines that 


4 voice heard through your 
| d through the various 


Further copies ie : 


__ A. E. Grigg, 85, Larch Grove, Bletchley, Bucks, 


Telephone: Bletchley 2187 


